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MISCELLANY. 

The following Discourse was published 
in the Waterville Intelligencer, in pur- 
suance of a vote of the * Trustees of 
the Maime Baptist Education Society.’ 


AGoov Minister oF Jesus Cuaistr. A 
Sermon, preached at Waierviile, Tuesday 
evening, Jugust 12, .823, in behalf of 
the Maine baptist Education Society ; by 
Tuomas B. Riecey, Pastor of the Bap- 


tist Church in Portland. 


1 vim. iv. 6. 
A GOOD MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST. 


TO possess the character of a good min- 
ister of Jesus Christ ought to be the am 
bition of every one who has entered, or 
expects to enter the sacred office. My 
fathers and brethren in the ministry, we 
should labor and pray that this character 
may be ours. My young brethren, oc- 
cupied at present in literary pursuits, who 
bave been constrained, by love to Christ 
and compassion towards perishing souls, 
to devote your lives to the service of the 
sanctuary, be this the point of excellence 
to which you continually am. The ob- 
ject of this Society, on whose behalf | 
speak, 18, in some vers subordinate res- 
pects, to be instrumental in rearing up 
and sending forth to che field of labor those 
whom God shall approve, and whom he 
may render good ministers of Jesus 
Christ. 

It is proposed in the discourse to briag 
to view those things which are essential 
to the character of a good minister. 

1. Personal piety is an essential trait. 
And this implies vastly more than extern- 
al sobnety,or even rigid morality. There 
must be an experimental acquaintance 
with the truths of the Gospel. No wan 
can possibly be a minister of Christ who 
is destitute of this 


of ambition, or from any other unhallow- 
ed motive. He enters into this solemn 
work from aconviction of duty, from a be- 
lief that it is the will ofGod, he should 
engage in it, and from a genuine love to 
the work. And although he may be deep- 
ly sensible of his insufficiency, of the la- 
bor, vigilance and responsibility connect- 
ed with the ministry, yet prompted by 
compassion to perishing men, anxious to 


salvation, and supported by the promises 
of Christ, he ventures forward, determin- 
ed to know nothing among men“ save 
Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 

3. We have already remarked that per- 
sonal piety is essential to the character we 
are attempting to portray—but it must 
now be stated that eminent, ardent piety 
isuecessary. This is the most promi- 
uent trait, goodness, holiness, entire con- 
secration of heart to the service of Christ. 

Holy love is essential ; such love as 
glowed in the bosom of John and St. Paul. 
A supreme attachment tothe Lord Jesus 
is required, manifested—in counting all 
things but loss, for the excellency of the 
| Knowledge of Christ—in a readiness to 
labour and to suffer for his sake. in a so- 
licitude that Christ may be glorified, and 
| that thousands,may know and love him. 
| This love, whén it burns in the breast will 
perform wonders. It will enable the in- 
dividual to labour and not faint, to endure 
hardness, to sustain privations, and to en- 
counter the most appalling dangers. Love 


quench it, nur floods drown it. 

Where this love to Christ exists, there 
will be also a high regard to the Gospel. 
Such a minister can with truth adopt the 
langnage of Paul, *‘ God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” This method of redemp- 
tion by the blood of Christ so pure, so cal- 
culated to abase the pride of man and ex- 
alt Jehovah, is admirably adapted to the 


condition and wants of polluted and guilty 
creatures, aud laying so firm and ample a 


foundation for the interests of true virtue 
—shines in his eyes with a lustre which 
causes all the splendour of the world to 
fade away. itis * the glorious Gospel of 
‘the blessed God.”’ 

The good minister loves the church.— 


rie may be a pleas- | Being affectionately desirous ofthem, he 


ing compamon, an accomplishe:i speaker ; | '§ willing to impart unto them, not the 
he may be able to vindicate Christianity, gospel of God only, but also his own soul. 


and to adduce atgu weats in favor of her | He ts willing to “ endure all this for the 


but he cannot be a minister of 
Christ. A minister ot Christ without per 

sonal piety! ‘tis a coutradicuon in terms. 
Itis as absurdas to speak of a painter 
without sizhi, or a‘musician without the 
faculty of nearing. 

How untitto perform any mivisterial 
duty is an unconverted man! Can he pro- 
perly describe the bitterness of sin w ho 
has never felt it, or (he depravity of the 
heart, who does not know it, or the suita- 
bleness and sufficiency of Christ as the 
Saviour of sinners, who has never per- 
ceived these things! With 
can he indicate repentaace, while himself 
impenitent, or faith, while himself an un- 
believer, or expatiate on the pleasures of 
communion with God, which he has never 
Such a man in the sacred of- 


doctrines, 


enjoyed ? 


.fice is ahypocrite, aad although a warm 


fancy and vigorous mind, and access to re- 
ligious books or society may enable hin 
to say much that shall sound weil ; a va- 
riety of base motives may stimulate him 


. to great efforts, and he may appear to ma- 


ny a servant of Christ, yet God views him 
as atraitor in disguise, and feels towards 
him intense abhorrence. 


ances; and He perceives in all that he 


‘gays and does an entire want of those holy | 


principles and feelings by which the good 
minister of Christ is directed and sustain- 
ed. Such men cannot be the ministers of 
Jesus. No! he would not send as ambas- 
sadors to revolted beings with terms of 
reconciliation, men who were in heart 
enemies to himself. 


sending a known enemy to negociate with 
a foreign power—it were monstrous ab- 


surdity to suppose could be adopted by | 


him who is infinite in wisdom. The am- 
bassadors he sends are his loyal subjects, 
devoted to his interests, anxious to pro- 
mote his honour, andto bring those in a 
state of rebellion to a state of reconcilia- 
tion. 

Personal religion then is indispensable. 
If this be wanting, nothing can supply its 
place. Learning, eloquence, and all ex. 
ternal gifts, cannot fill up the dreadful 
void. The person is bat a sounding brass 
and a tinkling cymbal. 

2. A good minister is one who does not 
rush into the ministry uncalled of God.— 
He does not assume the ministerial office 


what heart , 


His eye is up- | 
on him in his visits, and public perform- | 


A procedure which | 
no human government would adopt—the | 


_elect’s sake, that they may obtain the sal 
| vation which isin Christ Jesus with etern- 
jal glory.” He dives when he sees them 
| stand tast in the Lord ; and much heavi 
/ness and anguish of heart are experienced 
when any, of whom he had hoped well 
turn aside and depart from God. 
' He loves the souls of men. Like his 
divine master, he weeps over sinners 
rushing heedlessly to destruction. He 
beseeches them to be reconciled to God. 
He toils and prays and travails in pain for 
the conversion of his hearers, and no joy 
can compare to his when he sees them 
asking the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward. 


Faithfulness will mark the character of 


him who possesses this holy love. He 

will be faithful to Christ who has entrust- 
‘ed him with the ministry,and to the church 
‘over which the Holy Ghost hath made him 

an overseer. It will not be his great aim 
continually to administer cordials to the 
‘church, but to feed them with knowledge 
/and understanding, to warn, rebuke, ex- 
| hort or encourage as occasion may re- 
| quire. 

With unsparing fidelity he will exhibit 
truth to the impenitent ; plainly declaring 
to them their wretched state as transgres- 
sors, and their tremendous danger. He 
will carefully discriminate between the 
righteous and the wicked ; and will une— 
quivocally and yet tenderly affirm that 
while it shall be well with the righteous, 
it shall not be well with the wicked. 
‘** There is no peace saith my God to the 
wicked.” 

In the deportment of such a minister 
deep seriousness willbe apparent. He 
cannot mix in the frivolities of the world 
—or indulge in ** foolish talking and jest- 
‘ing.”’ Hecannotturnthe pulpit into a 
stage, on which to display himself and a- 
muse his hearers. 

“ ITis pitiful 

Tocourt agrin,when you should woo a soul ; 

To break a jest, when pity would inspire 

Pathetic exhortation ; and t’ address 

The skittish fancy with facetious tales, 

When sent with God’s commission to the 

heart.” 

O, it is impossible that he—who has 
| just conceptions of the ministerial office, 


make known te them the glad tidings of 


is strong as death ; many waters cannot, 


ofthe prospects opening befure himself 
and the beings he addresses, of the mes- | c 
sage he bears, and the account he must ches not only publicly, but from house to 
soon render to Him who has sent bim— _, house. 


' 


| 
| 


| 


officiating in the pulpit. He will be seri- 
ous. This seriousness however is noi 
gloom or austerity ; itis perfectly consis- 
tent, it is intimately connected, with that 
holy joy and serenity of soul, peculiar to 
him whose conscience is sprinkled with 
the blood of Jesus. The good minister is 
clothed with humility as with a garment. 
He has had such views of the glorious God, 
and such views of himself as have caused 
him to lie in the dust of deep humiliation. 
He covets not honours, he seeks not to be 
highly esteemed among men. He has im- 
bibed the spirit of that lowly Saviour who 
said to his aspiring disciples—** He that 
will be greatest among you, let him be 
least of all and servant of all.” 

This humility is a most lovely grace. It 
gives to its possessor an indescribable dig- 
nity. Itisentirely consistent with true 
courage and largeness of sou]. Itis as 
superior to a mean cringing dastardly spi- 
rit as the heavens are above the earth. 

Meekness and gentleness are ever the 
lovely associates of this humility, and an- 
ger and retention retire far away. ‘‘ The 
servant of the Lord must not strive, but 
must be gentle to all men, apt to teach, 
patient, in meekness instructing those that 
oppose themselves.” 
among you,”’ says the Apostle, ** even as 
a nursing mother cherisheth her child- 
ren.” 

The whole creation could not have fur- 
nished a happier figure to illustrate the 
gentleness, patience, and persevering love 
which the good minister exercises towards 
the people of his charge. 

The good minister is spiritually mind- 
ed. The objects of sense do not engross 
his thoughts and affections. He walks by 
faith not by sight. He looks upon this 
world as rapidly passing away ; he sees 
vanity, frailty, disappointment written up- 
on all earthly objects, and habitually con- 
templates eternal realities. The amazing 
valve of the soul, the certainty and near- 
ness of death, the solemnities of judgment, 
the bliss of heaven, and the anguish ot hell 
—these are topics of his frequent medita- 
tion—these are scenes which often pass 
in solemn review betore his eye of faith. 
And O, when faith is vigorous, how trif- 
ling, how like »othing, do the objects ap- 
pear which worldly men eagerly pursue 
as their good! If he may be instrument- 
al in saving souls, in edifying the church, 
in advancing the giory of Christ, if he may 
hat enjoy the approbation of his great 
Master he can without a sigh resign the 
honors, the wealth and pleasures of this 
world to those who are pleased with such 
things. 

The good minister is aman of prayer.— 
He will often bow his knee before the God 
and father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
perplexities he will gu to hun who is able 
to direct him, and in his affections to him 
who is the strength and consolation of his 
people. By prayer, every grace will be 
kept in lively exercise, the great duties of 
the ministry will appear more and more 
important, his soul will be more fully im- 
bued with the temper of Jesus, divine 
truth will shine with increasing clear- 
ness and lustre—and in answer to his sup- 
plications God will pour down upon the 
church and the congregation the rich ef- 
fusions of his Spirit. 

4. | proceed to remark, that the good 
minister of Christ is alaborious man. The 
Lord of the harvest sends labourers not 
loiterers into his harvest. Indolence is en- 
tirely incompatible with the work of the 
munistry. 

Whoever else indulges in sloth, the 
good minister must and will be laborious. 
tie is an assiduous student. Not satisfied 
with a careless perusal of the Scriptures. 
he diligently studies them, and carefully 
endeavors to ascertain their true meaning. 
He ponders upon the sacred pages—he 
prays for divine instruction—‘‘ Open thou 
mine eyes, that | may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law.’’ He labours to 
obtain deep, clear and intimate acquaint- 
ance with divine truth. Appointed by 
God to administer to his people the food 
of life, he brings to his congregation the 
fruit of much toil, of tears and prayers.— 
He cannot be contented to offer unto God, 
and his people what has cost him noth- 
ing. 

In addressing his hearers, there is e- 


vinced the earnestness of one who watch-_ 


es for souls. He speaks like a person 


thoroughly persuaded of the truth of the 


Gospel, and anxious that all who hear 
should believe it. 
not their applause, but their souls. He is 
instant in season, out of season ; ready to 
preach, not only on the Sabbath, but on a- 
ny suitable occasion, to a few hearers as 
well as to a large congregation. He tea- 


‘* We were gentle | 


It is his desire to win, | 


charge of pastoral duty. 
er tiie dock with a holy solicitude, with a 
godly jealousy ; striving to promote the 
peace and edification of the whole, and 
the establishment and growth of the indi- 
vidual members. In his visits, he does 
not lose sight of his office—and while not 
indiflerent to the temporal concerns of the 
people, he will render it evident, by the 
i general tenor of his conversation among 
them, that it is his main solicitude to pro- 
mote their salvation. 

He is prompt in his visits to the house 
of affliction, ready to weep with them that 
weep, and to exhibit those considerations 
which are calculated to hush the murmur- 
ing sigh, to restore tranquility to the ago- 
nizing bosom, to inspire sweet and cordial 

‘submission, and to lead the affections of 
the mourner from this valley of weeping to 
that better country, where all tears shall 
be forever wiped away. 

| You will often find him near the bed of 


death, unfolding truth appropriate to the | 


character and present state of the dying 
man, and dwelling with special earnest- 
ness on the necessity of faith in the great 
sacrifice : a faith inseparable from a bro- 
ken heart. 

5. Is it necessary to add, that such a 
minister will be in heart devoted to his 
solemn work? He considers himself 
consecrated to the service of Christ ; as 
much soif calied to labour at home, as if 
engaged in missionary toils : 
an important station in a Seminary found- 


if called to | 


} 


of Jesus Christ ; he who has the latter 
without the former, cannot be. 

Yet altogether consistent with these 
views is our firm conviction that to the 
minister of Christ a good education is a 
very valuable acquisition. He may de- 
rive much assistance from an acquaintance 
with the original languages of the Bible, 
from an intimate and correet knowledge 
of his own tongue, and of the various 
branches of literature and science. 

And the richer his literary resources 
are, the greater proportionably will be his 
usefulness, provided he devotes them all 
to the service of the church, and is not 
drawn aside from his proper work, and 
his dependence on God is entire. And is 
the union of learning and religion imprac- 
ticable ? No. The history of the church 
furnishes many illustrious instances of 
great literary attainments connected with 
uncommon piety. I mention one out of 
the many. The name of Henry Martyn 
is as dear to science as todevotion. How 
deep was his humility! how childlike 


_and simple his dependence on God! how 


' 
! 


ed“ for Christ and the Church,” as if the | 


pastor of a particular flock. His time, 
talents and influence, his whole self he 
views as belonging to the King of Zion. 
The man we are contemplating may have 
a family looking to him for support, and 
the people among whom he resides may 
not be disposed, or may not feel them- 
selves able, to provide for his family ; 
and thus he may be compelled to engage 
in pursuits separate from the ministry ; 
nevertheless his heart is in the work, and 
he would rejoice could he be entirely 
given up toit. His choice would be to 
give himself—‘‘ continually to prayer, 
and the ministry of the word.” 

I have thus briefly attempted to deline- 
ate the character of a good minister of Je- 
sus Christ. This sketch is, | trust, en- 


| tween extremes. 


} 


fervent his love to Christ! how entire 
his devotedness to Zion! and yet, Mar. 
TYN was a first-rate scholar. 

In estimating the value of human learn- 
ing, tet us not rush into extremes, Let 
us not depreciate it, as if it were of little 
importance, or useless, nor reject it as 
pernicious in itself: on the other hand, 
let us not exalt it as if it were as indispeu 
sable as piety itselfi—T ruth often lies be- 
Look at facts. Many 
incontestible facts prove that ministers 
may be extensively useful with but a mod- 


‘erate share of learning; and other facts 


equally incontestible evince that literary 
endowments may be a valuable help to the 
servants of Christ, and may greatly enlarge 
the sphere of their usefulness, 

3. Very great and speedy success is not 
an essertial accompaniment of the charac- 
ter described. God will bless the labors 
of his ministers, and sometimes their suc- 
cess is early and very remarkable. But 
often, for infinitely wise reasons, he judges 
it proper to try their faith by withholding 
success—the seed they sow may for along 
time seem to be lost, butit springs up, 
perhaps after many days. Besides, we 


tirely consistent with the portrait drawn | are not adequate judges on this subject. 


by St. Paul. 


‘A bishop must be blame- | Had we lived in the days of Jeremiah, we 


less, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, | should probably have thought him a very 
given to hospitality—apt to teach- not | Unsuccessful preacher: no one appeared 
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of | to hearken to his messages, no man re- 


filthy lucre ; but patient, not a brawler, 
not covetous—not self willed, not soon 
angry, a lover of good men, sober, just, 
holy and temperate.” 

[ say not that a good minister is a perfect 
man. He will more deeply feel his deti- 
ciencies and imperfections than any one 


| 
| 
! 


else can perceive them, and will bitterly 


lament them. 

But notwithstanding the weakness and 
depravity of human nature, the grace of 
God can render aman such a minister as 
has been described. ‘The church has not 
been entirely destitute of such men in any 
age, although the number at one time has 
been far greater than at another. 

The traits above mentioned are essen- 


tial to the character of a good minister of 


Jesus Christ. There are other things 
which although not essential, are by no 
means to be despised. 

| 1. Great powers of mind are not es- 
sential. He to whom God has given mod- 
erate talents may yet be a good minister, 
if he diligently improve what he possesses. 
Great talents, without a gracious princi- 
ple in the heart, only renders the pre- 
tended minister more able to do hurt.— 
Nevertheless where a powerful intellect 
is connected with a broken and a contrite 
heart, the individual tay, and will, be- 
come a great blessing. He who conse- 
crates all his mental powers to the Sanc- 
tuary, will it not follow, the greater those 
powers are, the more exteusive probably 
will be his usefulness ? 


| 2, Extensive literary acquirements are 
not essential, I believe,—and | scruple 


not to say that this is also the belief of the 
Trustees of this Society on whose behalf 
J address you—that there have been many 
good ministers of Jesus who have had not 
a large share of human learning. We 


love to contemplate the labors and suffer- 


ings and success of those men who plant- 
ed the first Baptist Churches in Maine, 
‘“‘ the Lord working with them :”’ some of 
whom are gone to receive their crown, 
and others are still laboring in the vine- 
yard. 

An intimate acquaintance with Scrip- 
ture truth, such a knowledge of divine 


pented him of lis wickedness, every one 
turned to his course, as the horse rusheth 
into the battle. But was Jeremiah use- 
less ? 

The whole church, in each succeeding 
generation, which have enjoyed his in- 
structive writings, answer, No, 

It appears then that great mental pow- 
ers, extensive learning, and speedy and 
striking suecess are not essential to the 
character of agood minister: but that ar- 
dent love to the Gospel, and the Saviour, 
a tender solicitude for the salvation of 
men, a humble, laborious, faithful, pray- 
erful spirit, and an entire consecration of 
heart to the work of the ministry are the 
traits indispensably necessary to constitute 
this character. 

Some retlections, suggested by the sub- 


ject, shall conclude this discourse. 


1. How great a blessing is a good min- 
ister! How useful to his brethren in the 
sacred ofhce, how salutary the influence 
he exerts on Society! Such a man, by 
his lovely example, stimulates his breth- 
ren to every good word and work. ‘The 
ungodly, while observing his blameless 
and useful deportment, are constrained to 
acknowledge there is a divine reality in 
the Gospel. By his example and influ- 
ence he strengthens every good institu- 
tion, and frowns upon and discourages 
vice in all her forms and disguises. What 
numerous blessings descend on those 
around and what evils are averted in an- 
swer to his prayersis known to Him, who 
knows ali things. Above all, he is instru- 
mental of saving souls—of saving sou/s 
from death, and of training up true beliey- 
ers for immortal glory. 

2. How desirable is it, my fathers and 
brethren, that we, who arecalled to serve 
at God’s altar, should possess such a char- 
acter. ‘I'he influences of the Holy Spirit 
are necessary to render us good ministers. 
But these influences must be sought with 
fervent prayer to Him who is far more 
ready to bestow this gift than parents are 


to gratify the wishes of their children. 


But prayer must be accompanied wi 


effort. 


gence. We must be willing to toil, to eu- 


things as the writer of the Pilgrim’s Pro- | dure hardness, to deny ourselves in re- 


sential. 


gress eminently possessed, is indeed es- | ference to whatever would unpede us in 
But this must not be confounded | our course. 


‘*No man that warreth ea- 


|with great literary acquiremeuts. He | tangleth himself with the affairs of this 


NH. ota 


We must watch against self indul-- 


6 


life, that he may please him who hath|came forward with penitence of heart to 
called him to be asoldier."’ Like Enoch,|be prayed for. Hard hearted sinners 
we must walk with God : maintaining aj were led to bow and cry for mercy, while 
habit of communion with the fountain of |the saints shouted aloud for joy ; and an- 
wisdom and grace. We must study apos- |gels doubtless unperceived mingled in the 
tolic precepts respecting the ministry and |throng, while heaven rejoiced at the re- 
endeayour continually to observe them. jturn ofso many sinners. May God in his 
(To be continued. ) infinite mercy carry on the work of refor- 
mation, till the whole world is filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of God. ‘Thus 
prays the most unworthy of the ministers 
of the Gospel of Christ.—Zion’s Herald. 
JOHN S. AYER. 


—>— 
From the New-York Observer. 


Interesting from the Society Islands.—In 


_ RELIGIOUS. 
Extract of aletter from Mrs. Eliza H. Jones, 
to a lady in Salem, dated 
caLcuTta, April 15, 1823. 
My dear Mrs. B.—\| now answer your 
kind favour of the 22d of July last. It 
gives me great pleasure to hear that so 
many precious souls were the subjects of the London Evangelical Magazine, for De- 
converting grace in the last revival in Sa- cember, we find a letter from Messrs. Ty- 
lem. = tray Hoy all vine! to a the — wennet, re gage eps Lon- 
cause they have espoused ! ould we jdon Missionary Society, dated Society 
experience such refreshing showers in |Jslands, March 13th, 1823. From this 
this dry and thirsty land, this parched wil- | letter, which contains much interesting in- 
derness, how would our souls rejoice.— formation respecting the rapid progress of 
But | trust a day of grace ts held i re- | religion and civilization in the Society Isl- 
serve for idolatrous oe — “i the |ands, particularly in the island of Raiatea, 
Heathen will be given to Christ, for an| we have prepared the following account. 
inheritance, and the nen parts —_ | When the missionaries came to this isl- 
earth for his possession. It ts a truth and in the year 1818, the beautiful spot on 
that may be relied upon, although to hus | which that settlement is now fixed was one 
man appearance it seems not only improb- ‘vast mass of brush-wood, timber and fruit 
able but impossible. But the apparent |trees, with scarcely a single habitation ; 
impenetrable gloom will be penetrated by | but now it is a beautiful town, extending a- 
mighty power and love, and those sintul, | long the margin ofa fine bay, having seve- 
selfish, cruel, avaricious, idolatrous Hin- | pal bridges over fine streams of fresh wa- 
doos, together with Burmans and all other ter, which fall into the bay. Large and 
classes of Heathen, must bow to the au-| handsome houses for the missionaries, a 
thority and the grace of Jesus. It _is in- judgment-hall, and a very spacious chap- 
deed true that we live where satan’s seat fel (156 feet long by 44 wide) ocenpy the 
is ; where the prince of darkness reigns | centre of the settlement, while respecta- 


in the hearts of the children of disobedi- | ble houses for the chiefs and people ex- 
ence with a power that cannot be realized | tend perhaps fora mile each way, produc- 
by the friends of religion in our native |ing a pleasing effect. From the centre of 
country. They may see unprincipled |the settlement, a substantial stone pier, | 
characters, they may be grieved on ac-|390 feet long, has been carried out into | 
count of the wickedness of the children of |the bay, and a landing place has been for- 

the land, but think what must be the | medat the end 48 feet square. The na- 
height and depth, length and breadth of! tives havea number of well-fenced inclo- 
the wickedness of those who have never | sures for the cultivation of the sugar-cane 
in the least degree had the fear of God be- | and tobacco. ‘They have also suitable es- 
fore their eyes, or been at all influenced | tablishments for the manufacture of tobac- 
by the good customs and practices of those | co, engar, salt, smith’s work, chairs, bed- 


chasing all the copies of Tindal’s transla- 
tion, and annihilating them in the common 
flame. “This occurred to him when pass-' 
ing through Antwerp in 1529, then a place 
of refuge for the Tindalists. He employ- 
edan English merchant there for this bu- 
siness, who happened to be a secret fol- 
lower of Tindal, and acquainted him with 
the bishop’s intention. Tindal was ex- 
tremely glad to hear of the project, for he 
was desirous of printing a more correct e- 
dition of his version ; but the first impres- 
sion still hung on his hands, and he was 
too poor to make a new one ; he furnish- 
ed the English merchant with all his un- 
sold copies, which the Bishop as eagerly 
bought, and had themall publicly burnt 
in Cheapside : which the people not only 
declared was ‘‘ a burning of the word of 
God,’ but it soinflamed the desire of 
reading that volume, that the second edi- 
tion was sought after at any price : and 
when one of the Tindalists, who was sent 
here to sell them, was promised by the 
lord chawcellor in a private examination, 
that he should not suffer if he would re- 
veal who encouraged and supported his 
party at Antwerp, the Tindalists immedi- 
ately acceped the offer, and assured the 
lord chancellor that the greatest encour- 
agement they had was from Tonstall, the 
Bishop of London, who had bought up 
half the impression, and enabled them to 


| print a second ! 


GOOD EFFECTS OF BIBLE SOCIE- 
TIES. 

Revival of religion in Germany.—lt is 
well known that a few years ago infidelity, 
in various forms and under various names, 
had reached a very fearful height in the 
north of Germany, not only among the lai- 
ty but among the clergy also. A large ma- 


jority of the clergy had departed from the 


original doctrines and piety of the Refor- 
mers. Within the last four or five years, 
however, a remarkable alteration has ta- 
ken place among the clergy. The right 
honourable Sir G. H. Rose, in a speech 
which he recently delivered before the 
Southampton Bible Society, in England, 
stated that he had been in Germany, and 
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crease in frequency, and in the number of 
attendants for aconsiderable time. Things 
were in this state, when a missionary from 
the Connecticut Missionary Society arri- 
ved. He was received with tears of joy. 
He preached and visited as long as he 
could tarry :—during which time he gath- 
ered a church which though small, was 
firm and strong in the faith. I have only 
to add, that this people have now a large 
church, a good meeting house, and a faith- 
ful minister. 


At the commencement of the settle- 
ment of a flourishing village, (I believe it 
was Batavia.) in the State of New-York, 
there removed from Connecticut a pious 
lady. She had enjoyed all the privileges 
of the Gospel till she came into the ‘ new 
country,’ and now mournfully looked back 
upon the time when she ‘sat under the 
droppings of the sanctuary of God.’ She 
knew no one to whom she could unbosom 
herself, or with whom she cou ld take 
sweet counsel. She felt herself to be a 
stranger and a pilgrim in quest of a better 
country, but she had no fellow traveller 
to help and cheer her onthe way. While 
making a visit one afternoon, she met with 
a lady whom she had not before seen. 
She providentially mentioned the subject 
of religion, and feelingly compared her 
present, with her former privileges. The 
manner of her speaking was such as to fill 
the eyes of her new acquaintance with 
tears; and they immediately knew that 
they then found, what they had both so 
much desired—a christian companion. 
The first social prayer, ever offered in | 
that village was from the united hearts of | 
these two females, as they that evening | 
knelt together in a little thicket. From 
that time they met as often as once every 
week for praying for the ordinances ofthe 
gospel. After some time, they found a 
third of kindred feeling. ‘The story 
that there was a praying circle there was | 
spread, and many who were not profes 
sors of religion, earnestly requested to be | 
admitted into the circle; and were re- | 
ceived. It was thus that the foundation 
for a church was laid. A missionary from 


; 


salvation to the destitute. Should each indj- 
vidual in the churches of our convention con- 
tribute this small sum of one cent per week, a 
sufficient amount would thereby be raised to 
do much good under the divine blessing.— 
Perhaps at no age of the world were the la- 
bours of God’s people crowned with such sig- 
nal success as the present. At no period have 
the saints had such occasion to “ speak of the 
Glories of the Redeemer’s kingdom and talk 
of his power.” 


We learn that a general seriousness prevails 
atthis time among the convicts in our State 
Prison ; that a number have through the 
powerful agency of the Holy Spirit been made 
penitent for sin, and received the pardoning 
mercy of God in their souls; while others are 
crying ‘“‘what shall we do to be saved ?”—~ 
Surely Jehovah is resolved to show, 

** What his almighty grace can do.” 

Itis one of the peculiar excellencies of the 

religion of the Bible, that it provides for the 


renovation of the heart. It provides for that 
holiness without whieh “no man can see the 


Lord,” and in this way secures the safety and 
good order of the universe, while the sinner is 
pardoned and restored to favour. Any system 
that does not embrace this provision, must be 
radically defective. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Edward R. 
Warren, to the Rev. E. Cushman, dated 
Waterford, Con. Jan. 30th 1824. 


_* There is a glorious work of grace in this 
vicinity, which commenced about the first of 


this year; it began with the Baptist Church in 
Lyme, and already 25 or more are the hopeful 
subjects, several of whom I expect will unite 
with the Church the next Lord’s-day. Truly 
the Lord hath triumphed gloriously.» 


Since receiving the foregoing, we learn 
from the Rev. Asa Wilcox that he baptised six 
of the above converts on a profession of their 
faith in Christ, Lord’s-day, Istinst. and that a 
number more stand ready to receive the ordi- 
nance. 

We also have the pleasing intelligence from 
the Rev. William Bentley, that the Lord is at 


° > fathers, s - . a, oe —_— . a i 3 . : 
around them. As were their fathers, so .4¢ ads, and sofas, all erected under the su- ‘had witnessed this change, and that it was 


arethey. But the hope and belief that 2) perintendence of the missionaries. Of 
day is coming when India shall be chris- the extentto which they have carried the 
tianized, ought to light up a saule of glad- | manufacture of sofas, we may judge from 


evidently to be attributed to the influence 
of Bible Societies. ‘‘ From the period of 
the active operation of these societies,” 


the Connecticut Missionary Society arri- | Work by the power of his spirit at East Had- 
ved, anda churchis immediately gathered. | dam landing, among the people to whom the 
And there are now two meeting houses, | Rey. Simeon Dickinson administers. May all 
two ministers, two considerable churches, | the churches pray with faith, ““O Lord revive 


ness in every benevolent mind. The| 
word of God cannot return to him void ; 
let christians pray tillthe whole ts accom- | 
plished. A few days ago, a swinging post 
was erected near us on (he Circular Road, | 
for the purpose of performing those year- | 
ly rites, which you have so often heard | 
of. The scene was disgusting and pitia- | 
ble beyond description. O when will} 
these posts, considered honourable and 
sacred by the natives, be thrown aside, 
and these days on which they aiflict their | 
bodies and do all they can to ruin their 
souls, be sacred to prayer and praise. 
April 16.—Since | last wrote vou by| 
Capt. many changes have taken place | 
with regard to our friends here. Severa 
have been visited with distressing sick- | 
nesses, and some removed from time to! 
eternity. Among others, Rev. Mr. Keith | 
and wife within a menth of each other, 
and the Rev. Mr. Bankhead, independ- 
ents, and Rev. Mr. Ward of Serampore 
These once beloved friends have finished 
their work on earth, and gone to enjoy 
rest in the kingdom of our Lord. O may | 
their places be filled by others, who shall 
have the mission cause at heart. Our 
dear missiouary friends in Calcutta remain | 
about the same as usual, excep: that Mr. | 
E.. Carey will never be so well as former- | 


‘uties. 


isincerely attached to the truth. 


the tollowing fact, mentioned by the dep- 
At a feast of the baptized persons 
held while they were there, on a large 
stone platform formed in the sea, and in- 
tended to be the foundation of the king's 
house, they counted two hundred and fifty 
sofus, large and well made, after the Eng- 
lish model. 

The meetings for public worship are 
well attended, and the behaviour of the 
natives on these occasions is very quiet, 
and orderly. The deputies were present 
at one of the meetings when 150 persons 
were baptized, making the whole number 
ofthe baptized 1100, and leaving only 200 
unbaptized persons on the island! The 
church consists of about 150 persons. 

Tamatoa, the present king, is represen- 
ted as a very respectable intelligent per- 
son, and is regarded by the missionaries as 


' 


repeatedly remarked, that when he re- | 


as a gud, he is covered with shame, and 
ean scarcely believe that God can pardon | 
him ; only, he adds, as-he was thea igno- | 


rant of Jehovah and Jesus, he hopes that | 


God has forgiven him for the sake of his} 
. ee 
dear Son ; and that, by his Holy Spirit, | 


the word will so grow in his heart, that he | 


He has 


ly. He is now suffering with the liver! (4.1) not return any more to sin 
complaint. He seems too ripe for glory) «Pigs happily” says the account “ is 
> re g >; : > Wi is a 

yen ras hae an Prevage o ines pa |this island evangelized. It was formerly 
f rf / are Cal iving W wt Rs, not only the source of all political author- | 
‘stro i a. “ , ass oe cau f oof 
“9 mu f + m Calcutta, | 70 ten pass lity to the surrounding islands, but the chief | 
ap ream 5 iththem. The week be-| seat ofidolatry. Human sacrifices were 
fore _ vt. pear J baptized two natives, | brought hither from all the neighbouring 
one a Portuguese, the other a brahiin of | j.ands. and offered to Ono. the god of war. 
high cast, the — of his pious and ardu- | Here the now Christian and amiable prince | 
: ° ‘ ay 7 , _ e. pene j 

ous labours. About 200 natives witne | Tamatoa, was once actually prayed to as 


sed the scene, ar rall : > ery | : : ; . : 
the scene, and they all appeared very /adeity, and united in himself all the civil 
atientive and selemn. Mr. Lawson has ; 


baptized eleven persons since | last wrote | = rsa a tee = a legen 
you. These are all united with er vd . ere whic "Nat a wre P gern almos el 
Church fellowship. They are mercy | pai ret Tegel pee. f~ Seletey new | 
tia. end abe conees it Ot remains. This triumph of the cross must | 
and praise.—Ch. Watchman. *" | be regarded as one of the most signal ever | 


|achieved since the world began.” 
i 


es 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION. | 


m A Useful hint to Young Men. 
Evtract of a Letter from Rev. S. -lyer, da- r : f fant € re frigmia* | 
ted Hamden. Me. Dec. 27. or your comfort, for your friends | 


“ The work of the Lord is gloriously | solace, for the sake of your eventual pros- | 
prospering on this circuit, among all class- | be re m series see apy habit | 
es ; the high and low, rich and poor, are |? 4 onomy. i Aan gg ‘ 1 raise a, 
sharers together, of the work of reforma- | 5° character without it. And this one 
tion single article, connected with moderate | 


The old and the young, from the} 
inan of grey hairs to the child of 7 years | 


talent, will recommend you to all with} 

old, are made partakers of the grace of| Whom you have any transactions, from 
, « . mie j ws 

. r | eer 

God, and can shout his praise together, - 


hom you may wish confidence, or ex- | 
while the heavenly theme is echoed thro 


>} pect remuneration. 
earth and heaven. Multtudes flock to 


he says, ‘ infidelity has been giving way, 


ers there is no other assignable cause for 


this but the increased attention paid to the 
holy scriptures. A pure spirit of religion 
is now rising in the north of Germany, and 
the missicaaries lately sent thence to Si- 
erra Leone, were amongst the first fruits 
of this revival of German piety.’’—New- 
Yors Observer. 
EE 
LABOUR OF PRIVATE CHRISTIANS. 


We have before recorded the value of indi- 
vidual exertion in promoting the public wor- 
ship of God; and instances are not wanting to 
establish the fact, that he has attended such 
humble attemp‘s with his special and gracious 
blessing. Thetwo following accounts of the 
v@we and surprising success of such labours 
are from the Christian Spectator; and we hope 
they will prove a powerfui incentive to Chris- 
tians in the desolate parts of our country to be 
zealously engaged in doing all which they can 
do, to promote social and public devotion.-- 
W here is the believer in Jesus, deprived of the 


tle cts how often he has allowed the people pi ivilege ofa public ministry, who cannot tin- 
to offer sacrifice to him, and wership him | 


vite to his residence on the Lord’s day, his 
friends and neighbours, and read to them the 


'prectous word of God, and pray with and for 


them? If€there is such a professor, who can 
live msuch circumstances in the omission of 
so ohvious a duty, he has reason to be deeply 
humbled that the love of God in his heart has 
so feeble an influence, ifin reality ithas any. 
—Christian Watchman. 


Several years since, a poor but pious 
man, removed his family from Connecti- 


‘cut, into the northern part of the State of 


New-York. Here he built him alittle log 
cabin in the wilderness, shut out as he 
supposed from all christian society, and 
all prospects of usefulness, save in his own 
domestic circle, where he had erected the 
family altar on his first arrival. Neigh- 
bours gradually began to come around 
him, though not of a kindred spirit. For 


la very considerable time, the solitary 


christian saw the Sabbath dishonoured and 
profaned, and wickedness rapidly increas- 
ing, without any hope of his being able to 
check the current. His neighbours would 
spend the Sabbath in drinking whiskey at 
each other’s houses, or in tapping their 
trees, and boiling the sap into sugar, or 
collected in parties, they would go out 
and hunt. He was alone, and knew no 
other christian in that region. At length 
he came to the bold resolution of estab- 
lishing a meeting at his own house. To 
accomplish this, after having fasted, and 
prayed for divine assistance, he informed 
his neighbours that if they would assem- 
ble at his house on the ensuing Sabbath, 
he ‘would read a sermon, and make a 


hese Assistance, should prayer.’ He next split a tree and kewed 
| you need it, will not be withheld, if it is) \+ into rough benches. The novelty of| in sending abroad the Gospel of the kingdom | 


hear the word of life, and but few leave ,*"°"™ that your care of personal expense ithe proposal filled the little cottage with 


- . | ; > 
the house of worship without being con-|'* Correct. 


victed, or converted to God. At some of| 
our meetings, from eight to fifteen have 
professed the pardoning love of God.— 
Within three months past, about one hun- 


— > oa - 


attentive 
_— . | christian meeting in that region. 
“ Fe taketh the wise in their own crafliness.” 
A curious literary anecdote has reach-| met with hearty approval. 
‘ed us of the times of Henry, VIII. Tons-| 


This was -the first 
At the 
close of it, a second was proposed, and 
The man 
continued his meetings, and had hearers 


hearers. 


dred and fifty have professed religion.—|tall, Bishop of London, whose extreme | from ten andtwelve miles. This brought 


One hundred have joined ihe Methodist 
society, and many more are still waiting | the time, preferred burning books to that 
an opportunity to unite with usin church|of authors, which was then getting into 
fellowship. The work is still rapidly pro-| practice ; to testify his abhorrence to 
gressing, and many are crying ‘* what shall | Tindal’s principles, who had printed a 
I do to be saved.” Last Thursday eve-| translation of the New Testament, a seal- 
ning, Dec. 26th, after lecture, twenty four | ed book for the multidude, thought of pur- 


moderation, of which he was accused at} him in contact with two or three other pi- 


ous men, who lke himself had been 
mourning in secret places, without know- 
ing each other's existence. They united 
their hearts and prayers, and were soon 
strongly cemented in the work of doing 


good, 


and upwards of three thousand inhabitants | 
in that village, where but a few years! 
since, a solitary female was weeping and | 
praying for the ordinances of the gospel. | 

ee 

To the Editor of the Christian Secretary. | 

Sir—I am much gratified with the new | 
arrangement of the Christian Secretary. 

Its handsome appearance, elegant type, | 
| have seen in the United States ; if you | 
continue to give us as interesting matter | 
as your first number contains, you cannot) 
fail of obtaining a competent share of the | 
public patronage.—I entertain strong | 
hopes that an enlightened public, and es- 
pecially those in our connexion will pat- 
ronize it promptly. 

I presume it is in anticipation of a liber- 
al subscription that you have put the price 
so low as $2. I pay three dollars, be- | 
sides postage for a paper the quality of 
which is inferior to yours, and the area of | 
printed matter does not exceed it. When’ 
it is recollected that advertisements, and | 
extraneous matter, not only vapid, but) 
sometimes immoral, occupy a \arge pro-_ 
portion of many political papers, your pa- | 
trons will perceive that in the Christian | 
Secretary, you will be able to supply them 


thy work.” 


A gentleman in Massachusetts writes to his 
friend in this city, thus: 


“There is a precious reformation in tbe 
town of Carver, about fifty have obtained a 
hope in Christ, and a number more appear 
very colemn T will meniian ene romar able 
instance of conversion, an old man of eighty 


and paper, is equalled by few if any which | years of age, being under very pungent con- 


viction, asked if there was any one present 
who could pray. His little grandson aged 
thirteen, replied, “yes grandfather I can ;” 
and went to prayer with him. The old man 
soon after found relief in the Saviour. There 
is an appearance ofa revival of religion in 
Piymouth, and in Halifax, and some instances 
of hopeful conversion: the cloud seems gather- 
ing all around us; pray for us that phre and 
undefiled religion may prevail among us.” 


Weare happy to hear from our highly es- 
teemed friend H, that his pious family have en- 
tered with spirit upon the plan recently sug- 
gested, of laying by one cent each week, to 
aid the benevolent views of the Convention. 
His plan as detailed by him is to place a small 
box suitably prepared for the purpose, in his 
parlour, to which each of his family go every 
Lord’sday, and deposit their mite. Thewhole 
tobe forwarded to the Convention at their 


with all the valuable news, foreign and |@90ual meeting. Is not this worthy of imita- 


Their meetings continued to in- 


domestic ; and to enrich its columns with 
essays and selections, moral, religious, and 
scientific ; to netice improvements in lite- 
rature, agriculture and useful arts. 
Wishing the Christian Secretary all pos- 
sible success—I am yours respectfully, 
A SUBSCRIBER. 
EEA IEE ET TIT A TE IAD 
CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 
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Hartrornp, Fesruary 10, 1824. 


The Board of the Convention ef the Baptist 
Churches in this state and vicinity, held their 
quarterly meeting in this city on Wednesday 
the 4thinst. The reports of the missionaries 
employed by the Board were truly interesting 
and refreshing. In the south-eastern part of 
the state the Lord is displaying the power of his 
grace in the conversion of sinners, and the ed- 
ification of his saints. Abundant encourage- 
ment is afforded to those who love the Lord 
Jesus to be active and zealous in his cause.— 
ifwe were before doubtful of the utility of the 
union of eur churches in a conyention, we 
should now be convinced of its importance. 

We cannot doubt that the Lord has gracious- 
ly smiled on the united efforts of our churches, | 


among the destitute parts of our own state, 
and even those churches who are favoured 
with the stated ministry of the word, have been 
greatly refreshed by the visits of our missiona- 
ry brethren. We cannot withhold the ex- 
pression of our earnest hope that the members 
of our churches will uniformly adopt the plan 
heretofore suggested of laying by each week 
one cent to be sent to the annual meeting of 
the convention. By such a concentration of 
the liberality of our brethren, the convention 
will be enabled to support the heralds of the 


tion ? 


_—— 


LIBERALITY. 

The Trustees of the Columbian College in 
the District of Columbia, acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of a very excellent Bell, from Caleb 
Pond, Esq. of this City. Saki Bell was cast 
by Messrs. Ward, Bartholomew and Brainard, 
for the College, at the request of Mr. Pond, 
and cost about $100. 


We cordially invite the attention of our 
readers to the very excellent sermon of the 
Rev. Mr. Ripley on the first page. The sen- 
timents contained in this discourse meet our 
most decided approbation. 


A communication from B, is received, and 
we fully agree with him in the utility, “ of 
brief and profitable, original communications, 
calculated to stir up the mind by way of re- 
membrance to love and good works.” And 
we solicit such communications for insertion 
in the Christian Secretary. 


We learn with pleasure that the new Steam 
Boat, Oliver Ellsworth, of two hundred and 
thirty tons, destined to run between this City 
and New-York, is launched, and will be ready 
to commence operations as early as the Spring 
shall open. 


Accounts from Bayonne, dated Dec. 4th 
state that, in consequence of disturbances be- 
tween the Spanish and French Troops in Ma- 
drid, 17 of the Spanish soldiers had been shot 
by order of the Spanish Government, in order 
to inspire asalutary terror in the rest. 

Madrid is tranquil but gloomy—troubles in 
Gallicia and Corunna are becoming more se- 
rious. Travelling is not safe in Spain. 

Itis said only one Gazette will be allowed 


cross while they publish the glad tidings of 


to be published at Madrid. 
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The government persists in refusing to ac- 
knowledge the annualloans. The clergy are 
making great exertions to recover all their old 
prerogatives, and obtain indemnity for their 
losses. The king favours their demands. 
————————— 

General Kutelligence. 


ee 


Congressional. 
SENATE. 
Monday, January 26. 

Two communications were received ‘from 
the War Department, containing a statement 
of the expenditure of the money appropriated 
for the purpose of civilizing Indians, and, also, 
a statement of the clerks employed in that de- 

artment, with the amount received by each. 

Mr. Hayne, from the Select Coimmittee to 
whom was referred a resolution from the 
House of Representatives, providing for the 
sending of a ship of the line to convey the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette to America, reported a new 
resolution on the subject, as an arnendment to 
the one from the other House. This resolu- 
tion requests the President of the United 
States to express to the Marquis the grateful 
assurances of the respect and gratitude of the 


srovernment towards him; and also authorizes 
the President, whenever (ie \arquis’s Incen- 


of the day to take up the bill * for obtaining 
the necessary surveys, §c. on roads and ca- 
nals.” The motion was carried—ayes 105. 
Mr. McLane, of Delaware, advocated the 
constitutional propriety of the subject, ina 
speech of some length; when, on motion of 
Mr. Archer, of Virgwia, the Commitee rose, 
reported progress, and had leave to sit again. 

Considerable business of private interest, 
was attended to in the House to-day. 

Adjourned. 

Wednesday, January 28. 

Mr. Hamilton, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, made an unfavourable report on 
the claims of the state of Georgia, for services 
of militia in the years 1792, 1793, and 1794; 
which was laid on the table. 

A aumber of resolutions were offered for in- 
quiring into the expediency of establishing 
new post routes. 

The House having resolved itseif into a 
Committee of the whole, the bill to procure 
the necessary plans, estimates, &c. respecting 
roads and canals, was taken up. Mr. Arch- 
er, of Virginia, contended ina speech of con- 
siderable length, against the- constitutionality 
of the bill. He was followed by Mr. Stewart, 
on the contrary side. Before Mr. Stewart 
finished what he had to advance, the Commit- 
tee rose, reported progress, and had leave to 
sitagain. The House then 

Adjourned. 


tion to visit this country shall be made known 
to him, to send a public vessel for his accom- 
modation. The resolution Was PAsstp, unan- 

ously. 
The resolution for electing the officers of 
the Senate, biennially, PAssED. 

A number of memorials were presented, and 
several relief bills were passed. 

Adjourned. 
Tuesday, January 27. 

Mr. Smith asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill for the gradeal supply uf cannon, 
bombs, and howitzers, fer the new fortifica- 
tions. The bill was read, and passed to a sec- 
ond reading. 

The bill ** to abolish imprisonment for debt,” 
was taken up, and made the order of the day 
for Friday next. 

The bill authorizing an additional number 
ofsloops of war for the naval service, was then 
taken up in Committee of the Whole. Mr. 
Barbour in the chair, and after a consideraole 
discussion, it was made the order of the day 
for Friday next. 

Adjourned. 

. Wednesday, January 28. 
Mr. Parrott preserted the petition of the 


Thursday, January 29.. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee oo the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructe’ —_ inquire 
into the expediency of providing b: .:.w, that 
the publishers of newspapers, and other peri- 
odical journals, may be allowed, in transmit- 
ting such newspapers or journals by mail, to 
accompany them with bills or memorandums 
of account, on such conditions, and for such 
additional rates of postage, as may be thought 
proper. 

he resolution “ providing a ship of war to 
convey the Marquis de la Fayette to this coun- 
try,” was returned from the Senate with an 
amendment, which the House adopted. 

A bill from the Senate * for the final adjust- 
ment of land claims in Missouriand Arkapsas, 
derived from the governments of France and 
Spain,” was twice read and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole, on the bill for obtaining the re- 
'quisite plans, &c. on the subject of roads and 
canals. Mr Stewart concluded the speech 
he commenced yesterday in favour of the bill, 
and was followed by Mr. Stevenson in opposi- 
tion toit. Mr Storrs then took the floor in 
‘favour of it; when he had concluded, on me- 


President and Directors of the Washington ‘tion of Mr. Randolph the Committee rose, re- 


and Alexandria Turnpike Company, praying 


5 | ported progress, and had leave to sit again. 


an alteration in their act of iucorporalion— | mm. . House then 


Referred to the Committee on the I|)istrict of 
Columbia 

The bill forthe gradual su ply of cannon, 
hombs, &c. for the fortifications, was read the 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

The bill for the final adjustment of (and (aims 
in the Stale of Missouri, tnd Territory of Ar- | 
kansas, derived from the governments of France | 
and Spain, bad its third reading, and passed ; | 
ayes 21, noes 14. 

Adjourned. 

Thursday, January 29. | 

Several relief bills were PAssED. 

The resolutron roportod hy the Select Com. 
mittee on the several amendments to the Con- 
stitution, which provides that no person shall 
be eligible to the Presidency for more than 
eight years, passed to a third reading. 

After the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, the Senate 

Adjourned. 

Friday, January 30. 

The following proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, was passed 
and sent to the House for concurrence.---Yeas 
26, mays J. 

** Resolved, That no person, having been | 
twice elected to the office of President, shall | 
again be eligible tothat office.” 

The amendment to the Constitution, propo- 
sed by the Select Committee, respecting the | 
choice of Representatives in Congress, agd ihe 
election of President and Vice President.— | 
Mr. Beuton opposed the resolution submitted | 
by the Committee, and contended for the prio- 
ciple of giving the choice of President * di- 
rectly to the people, without the imtervention | 
of Electors.” Betore he had finished his re- 
marks, on motionof Mr. Milis, the Senate 

Adjourned to Monday. 

—_— 


HOUSE. 


Saturday, January 24. 

Mr. Livingston submitted an amendment to 
the propose amendment of the Constitution of | 
the United States, respecting the mode of! 
electing the. President and Vice-President, 
which he intends to bring betore the House, | 
when the subject shall be called up. 

Greek Cause. 

Mr. Webster’s resolunon for defraying the | 
expense of an Ageni to Greece, whenever the | 
President shall deem it expedient to make the | 
appointment, was again discrssed in Commit- 
tee of the Whole ; when, on motion of Mr. A. 
Smyth, of Virginia, the Committee rose, re- | 
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit | 
again; the House then 

Adjourned. 

Monday, January 26. 
On motion of Mr Floya, it was 
‘* Resolved, That the President be request- 


bands multiply in all quarters. 


Adjourned 
Friday, January 30. 

After attending to considerable business to- 
day, principally of private interest, the House 
resolved itselfinto a Committee of the Whole, 
on the bill for the necessary surveys, and esti- 
mates on the subject of Roads and Canals. 

Mr. Randolph delivered a speech of nearly 
two hours length, in opposition tothe bill. He 
was followed by Mr. Clay, in an eloquent and 
forcible reply, in the course of which the sen- 
timents delivered by him on this subject, a 
few days ago, wereably defended. Mr. Trim- 
ble then moved that the Committee rise, re- 

rt progress, aud have leave to sit again. 

The Speaker laid before the House, in obe- 
dience toa call of the 15th December, a plan 
for a Peace Establishment of the Navy of the 
United States, which was read and ordered to 
be printed. 

— 


LATEST FROM ENGLAND. 

Byan arrivalat New York, Liverpool papers 
to the 17th December, have been received. A 
summary of intelligence is given in the New- 
York Daily Advertiser, from which we copy 
the following. 


Accounts from Bayonne, of Dec. 4,represent 
Spain to be in quite an unsettled state. The 


London Courier, in giving them, says they | 


would be important if their accuracy could be 
relied on. 

Seventeen of the persons concerned in a riot 
at Madrid. had been shot. 

The troubles in Gallicia had become serious, 
The situation 
ofthe French inthis province and Asturias, 
and the frontier provinces, was very delicate. 

It +s said the Empecinado has been restored 
to his liberty. but most people think he has ne- 
ver been taken. 

There is still some hesitation about re-es- 
tablishing the Inquisition. The King of Spain 
is in favourof this bloody tribunal. 

The Government is said to refuse to ac- 
knowledge the annual loans. 

The French light cavalry, which were to 
return to France, had received orders to halt. 

The Taunton Courier says Gen. Mina is liv- 
ine at Stonehouse, waiting the arrival of his 
wife. Many persons of distinction had paid 
him a visit. 

Belzoni, the traveller, is on his journey to 
Timbuctoo. Much valuable information is 
expected from this enterprising man. 

A gale of wind was experienced at Liver- 
pool on the 12th of December. It was feared 
vessels onthe coast had suffered. The brig 
Jessie, from Quebec, foundered in a gale at 
Blackpool. One man perished. 

A gentleman from Germany states that he 


ed tw cause to be laid before this House an es- 


timate of the expense which would be InCUr- | fyI] of vivacity and restlessness. 
red by transporting 200 of the troops now at} pyke of Rastadt. 


saw young Napoleon at the Vienna theatre. 
His title is 
Orders are given never to 


the Council Bluffs to the mouth of the Colum- | mention the name of Napoleon. 


bia or Oregon River.” 

Mr. Mercer presented the following, which 
lies on the table one day of course : 

* Resolved, That the President of the United | 
States be requested to communicate to this | 
House such parts as he may deem expedient to 
divulge, of any corraspondence or negotiation 
which he may have instituted with any foreign | 
government, since the 20th Februar, last, in | 
compliance with a request contained in a res- 
olution of the House of Representatives of that | 
date, relative to the denunciation of the Afri- | 
can slave trade as piracy.” 

The House having resolved itself into a 


The Ex-Emperor Iturbide is living at Leg- 
horn in a splendid style. 

The King of Spain is said to have pronoun- 
ced the project of the Law of Amnesty, ( the 
chief articles of which are to bring to trial all 
persons who held any office during the Revolu- 
tion,) too vigorous! Whatamerciful Hypo- 
crite. 


GREECE. 


Letters from Constantinople announce that 
a Russian Diplomatic Agent was expected. 

The actual government of Greece is said to 
have been informed that an European Com- 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY 


Don Luis Lopez Ballasteres. The Minister 
of Marine remains. This Decree is dated Dec. 
2, and is countersigned Luis Maria Salazar, 
who remains as Minister of Marine. 

By the second Decree his Majesty appoints 
as President of his Council, Don Ignacio Mar- 
tinez De Villela. This place was vacant by 
the refusal of the Duke del Infantado to ac- 
cept it. 

y the third Decree, Saez, the King’s form- 
er Prime Minister and Confessor, is nomina- 
ted to the Bishopric of Tortosa, vacant by the 
death of Don Manuel Ros Y Medrano. Atthe 
same time that he ceases to be Minister he 
ceses to be confessor to the King. 

By the fourth Decree, his Majesty, “ seeing 
the absolute necessity, for the good govern- 
ment of his vast monarchy, of establishing a 
Council of State which may unite the knowl- 
edge and the experience requisite to guide the 
resolutions of his sovereign authority,” has 
nominated ten individuals, composed of persons 
selected from the old Council of State. His 
Majesty reserves the power of adding to their 
number. His Majesty, as well as two brothers 
may preside at this Council. The Councillors 
named are—Egula, the Duke of San Carlos, 
Don Juan Perez Viliamil, Don Antonio Var- 
aas Laguna, Don Antonio Gomez Calderon, 
Don Juan Bautista de Erro, Don Josef Garcia 
de la Torre, and Don Juan Antonio Rojas. 

The Ministers are,ex-officio, Members of this 
Council. 

This decree is dated the 3d instant, and coun- 
tersigned Casa Irujo. 

MADRID, Dec. 5. 

Yesterday evening the King of Spain re- 
newed his Ministry. The Marquis de Casa I- 
rujois appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in the room of M. Saez ; M. de la Cruz (Lieut 
General) is named Minister at War ; M. Bal 
lesteros, Minister of Finance. The Minister 
of Marine, (M. Salazar,) is the only one who 
retains his place, and has survived the storm. 
The Director-General of Posts is changed. 

PARIS, Dec. 9. 

Monsieur and the Duke d’Angouleme have 
left for Fontainbleu. Their Royal Highnesses 
will return on Wednesday. 

The first detachment of the Royal Guard, 
returning from Spain, halted upon touching 
the French soil. The officer commanding, 
madethem kneel down. After a short pray- 
er to the God of arms, they rose again and 
made the air resound with the cries of “* Long 
live the King !” and “* Long live France !” 


LONDON, Dec. 15. 

We have received the Paris papers of Thurs- 
day and the Etoile of Friday. The political 
intelligence they contain is of very little inter- 
rest. 

Mr. Secretary Canning has been, for some 

days past, and is still, suffering from a severe 
fit of the gout, which confines him (o his house 
at Brompton. 
Lord Liverpool's recent visit to Lord Gren- 
ville, at Dropmora, is reported to be connect- 
ed with a new political arrangement which is 
likely to be carried into effect before the meet- 
ing of Parliament.— British Traveller. 


LONDON, Dec. 1 Ith. 


‘You will find,” says a letter from Paris of 
the 9th inst. ** by the Madrid news which arri- 
ved here to-day that there has been a total 
change almost in the Spanish Ministry, and 
that the Council of State is restored as it ex- 
isted before the 7th March, 1820. That this 
change of Ministry will be followed by a 
change ef system, ts not believed. The new 
Ministry are men of more talents than their 
predecessors, but of the same political priuci- 
ples. The Port St. Mary Decree wiil, it is 
said, be acted upon with the same steadiness 
and strictvess. Russia, through her Mimster 
Pozzo di Borgo, communicated to King Ferdi- 
nand (he entire approbation of his Govern- 
ment of the principles which led to that De- 
cree. But there is another circumstance 
which has been mentioned here with great 
confivence, and which places the conduct of 
Ferdinand in a diflerent light with respect to 
financial measures, and particularly with re- 
spect to the refusal to recognize the Spanish 
Bonds. 

The two first articles of the Port St. Mary’s 
Decree deciared to be utterly pull and youd ali 
acts of the Constitutional Government from 
the 7th March, is20, to the first of October 
1$23-—-but appeeved of the Decree or Orders 
ot the Provisional Junta of Government and 
of ihe Regency. Among other measures of 
the Cortes and Constitutional Government, 
the loans raised by them were swept away, 
and another loan (Guebhards loan) was to be 
raised, upon the stipulation to the subscribers 
to it that no previous loan would be acknow!l- 
edged. The circumstance alluded to in a pre- 
vious part of this letter, is this—and it shows 
that Ferdinand is not acting in this business 
solely from his own feelings of pulicy. The 
united Sovereigus, and Kussia in particular, 
are hostile to any acknowledgment of the 
loans of the Cortes, froma desire to afford an 
unpressive example against advancing money 
to promote revolutionary movements. Hence, 
the offer made by a very great loan contract- 
or, to recognize the Spanish bonds ina new 
loan, even at avery reduced value, has been 
very recently rejected, and his agent has left 
Madrid. 


FROM PORTO RICO. 


We learn by the brig Commerce, 20 days 
from St. Johns, Porto Rico, that no American 
vessel of war had appeared there for the last 
three months, and the pirates were taking ad- 
vantage of theirabsence. Capt. Allen, a pas- 
senger states that two Danish vessels of war 
had been in pursuit of a piratical squadron, 
consisting ofa brig which they had run away 
with, and 3 feluccas. They had been seen to 
board two American vessels which sailed from 
Mayaguez, and which were not afterwards 
heard of. Five vessels from Mayaguez bound 


crews landed fromthem. The Danish vessels 
had been near the pirates several times, but 
they escaped among the I[slands.—They had 
|complete command of the Mona passage. The 
ischr. Mosquito, formerly of this port, captered 
| by the Porto Rico privateers, was fitting out 


Committee of the Whole, Mr. Webster's reso- | mittee, composed of Plenipotentiaries from the | for a privateer or pirate. 


lution was again taken up. 


Mr. Smyth, of Holy Alliance, were to propose plans for the 


The British admiral, Sir Thomas Cochrane. 


Virginia, delrvered his sentimentsin opposition fytyre settlement of Greece underthe influence | 25 at St. Jobos, in the frigate Forte, and had 


tothe resolution, in a speech of considerable 
length. Mr. Rich, of Vermont, moved that 
the Committee rise, without settling the ques- | 
lion, or appointing a time for further consider- 
ation of it; which was carried, ayes 131. The 
{ommittee then rose, and the House 
Adjourned. . 


Tuesday, January 27. 


Mr. Mercer’s re olution, offered yesterday, 
respecting the suppression of the Slave Trade, | 
Ac. was called up, and agreed to. 

Mr. Hemphill moved to postpone the orders 


| 
' 


of Russia, and that Count Nesselrode will be 
President. 


LONDON, December 15. 


The Madrid Gazette, of the 4th inst, has 
been received, and it contains four Royal De- 
crees of great importance. 

By the first Decree, his majesty appoints as 
first minister of State, the Marquis of Casa _I- 
rujo; as Minister of Grace and Justice for 
Spain and the Indies, Don Narcisso de Here- 
dia ; as Minister of War, Major General Don 
Joseph de la Cruz,and as Minister of Finance, 


demanded payment for the depredations of the 
privateers upon British commerce. 

A passenger in the schr. Herald, from St. 
Thomas, confirms the above intelligence, and 
states that the piratical brig had robbed seve- 
| ral American vessels off the south side of Porto 
| Rico, and murdered the crews. Besides the 
Mosquito, the privateer Fortuna, was refitting 
at Porto Rico foracruize. Sir Thomas Cach- 
ran was at Porto Rico as above stated, deman- 
ding satisfaction for captures of British pro- 
perty by the privateers of that island. 


W asuina ton, Feb. 4. 

The Supreme Court of the U. States, as- 
sembled on Monday. The Hon John Mar- 
shall, chief justice, and judges Washington, 
Johnson, Duvall, Todd, and Story, are pres- 
ent. 

Yesterday, the Chief Justice delivered the 
opinion of the Court in the case of R. Ll. Tay- 
lor vs. Joho T. Mason. 

A number of cases were called over; but 
the lawyers not being prepared to argue them, 
and from the absence of some of the other 
lawyers, they were postponed, and the Court 
adjourned till to-morrow. 

—aa 


Miscellaneous Items. 


Antique—It is said that the Swedish 
Consul at Alexandria, Egypt, has obtained 
possession of a commercial Note written 
on papyrus, 102 years before the birth of 
the Saviour. 

Gen. Covington has discovered on 
Drake’s Creek, Kentucky, numerous In- 
dian antiquities. Among the specimens 
were pieces of salt boilers, made of clay, 
mixed with a shining substance, not un- 
like the composition of common cruci- 
bles. 


From Havana-—The U.S. sch. Wild 
Cat, Lt. Wolbert, arrived at New-Orleans 
from Havana, which she left Dec. 14th, 
informs, that the Governor of Cuba had 
issued a proclamation, announcing that it 
was the intention of the King of Spain to 
restore all the colonies to the mother 
country, as soon as possible. 

The number of children, from the age 
of seven to fourteen, employed in the 
manufactories of R. 1 is about 2500. 

The number of Newspapers chargeable 
with postage, sent by mail from the Post 
Office in Boston is found to exceed one 
hundred and sixty thousand in three 
months, and those which go free of post- 
age, probably exceed forty thousand in 
the same time. 

The following curious circumstance is | 
stated in the Farmer’s Journal :—A far- | 
mer beught about thirty pigs, and imme- 
iiately put them all up to get pork. 
Their food was boiled potatoes. Ina 
short time a distemper appeared among 
them, and abouttwenty died. The pot+- 
toes given to these pigs belonged to acrop 
of ten acres on light land: and tn harvest- 
ing them, a great many which had been 
long exposed to the sun and weather, 
were, of course, thrown aside for pig food. 
Potatoes so exposed acquire a poisonous 
quality, the upper side turning green and 
having all the appearance and taste ot cop- 
peras ; that is, the oxide of iron; the 
potatoe contains a porton of iron in solu- 
tion, which attracts the oxygen of the at- 
mosphere. The potatoes in the retail 
shops in London are much injured by ly. 
ing long in the night air; so that where 
the soil is low, they are at least unpalata- 
ble and unwholesome. 

Three Members of the Spanish Cortes, 
who were likewise patriotic Editors, have 
arrived at Baltimore. 


Ohio Legislature.—The state of Ohio, 
which contains at present more than 600, 
(00 inhabitants, bas only one natrve citizen | 
in its legislature. This will not appear 
surprising, when it is recollected that in 
1790 the whole population of the state, 
including old «nd young, males, and fe- 
males, was only 3,000; and of course 
there can be at this time, more than 6 or 
8 hundred native male citizens over 33 
years of age. 

We have met with the annexed ac- 
count of the birth place of the individ- 
uals composing this body, which will be 
a tolerable index tothe character of the 
population from which the state of Ohio 
is compiled. —Born in Penn. 27, Virg. 16, 
N. J. 14, Con. 10, N. Y. 6, Md. 6, Mass. 5, 
R. 1.2, Verm.2,S.C. 2, N. H.2,N. C1, 
Ky. 1, lreland 5, and Ohio 1.—Rel Chron. 


Confiscation.—The enormous sum of 
$27,000,000 is said to have been raised 
by the Mexican Government, from prop- 
erty belonging to European Spaniards, 
confiscated agreeably to the late act of 
Congress. 


Vagrant Youth.—The Rey. John Stand- 
ford, of New-York, chaplain to the Peni- 
tentiary, Almshouse, &c. in that city, has 
earnestly recommended to the Corpora- 
tion the establishment of an Asylum for 
Vagrant Children. 


Earthquake.—A slight shock of an earth- 
quake was felt at Philadelphia on Friday, ! 
25d ult. between the hours of 1 and 2 
o'clock in the morning. We learn that it 
was sensibly felt in Norristown. 

omg 


MARRIED, 


In thistown, Mr. Samuel Atkins, to Miss 


to St. Thomas bad been captured and the} Malinda Bronson. of Waterbury. 


At Wethersfield, Mr. Francis Scranton, to 


| Miss Harriet Nelson, of New-Haven. 


At Middletown, Mr. William Lewis, to 
Miss Mehitable Stow. 

At Bridgport. in the Methodist Chapel, the 
Rev. William Pease, to Miss Jane Edwards, 
of Trumbull. 

At Solon, Josiai French, Esq. to Miss Bet- 
sey Jackson, being his fifth wife. 

At Woodbury, Mr. Thomas Bull, to Miss 
Susan Sherman. 

At Griswold, Maj. Charles Coit, of Norwich, 
to Miss Lydia Tyler. 

At Windham, Mr. Elisha E. Holmes, of Sa- 
lem, to Miss Lydia Allen. Mr. Peter Wells, 
to Miss Sally Perry. 

At Enfield, Mr. Levi Bliss, of Brimfield, 
Mass. to Miss Rebecea H. Bond. 

At Washington City, Doct. Richard S. 
Steuart, to Miss Maria Lonisa Bernabue, 
daughter of the Spanish Consnl. 
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In this city, M Diep, Taylor, aged 
n this city, Miss Sali aylor. 36. 
Mr. James B. Moore, po Mid , 


At Wethersfield, Justus Riley, Esq. a re- 
spectable and successful Merchant, aged 85. 

At East Windsor, Rev. Amasa Dis, 
Minister of the Gospel in Painesville, Ohio, 
aged 38. 

At New-Haven, Mr. Samnel Westcott, 
aged 37, formerly of Providence, R. 1. Mrs. 
Martha Tattle, aged 99, wife of the late Mr. 
Hezekiah Tuttle. 

At Newtown, Capt. Stephen Gilbert, aged 74. 

At Killugly, Mrs. Abigail Atkins, aged 72, 
wife of Rev. Kiisha Atkins. 

At Franklin, Capt. Daniel Foster, aged 79, 
an officer of the Revolution. - 

_At Lyme, (drowned) Capt. Roswell Cham- 
pion, aged 60. 

At Danbury, Mr. Thaddeus Hoyt, aged 73. 
Mrs. Mary Jounning, aged 80. 

At Milford, Mr. Matthew Mallory, aged 40. 

In Woodbury, Rukard B. Marshall, aged 54. 

At Union, Mrs. Ann Eaton, aged 05, 

At Troy, N. Y. Hon. Amasa Paine, aged 
62, formerly of Windham, Con. 

At Turin, N. Y. Mr. Horace Colton Sey- 
mour, aged 22, son of John Seymour, Esq. for- 
merly of Hartford. 

In Trinidad, (W. I.) Mr. Bradford Ripley, 
formerly of Windham, Con. 

At Edinburgh, the 23 of November last, 
Rufus Woodward, late a Tutor in Yate Coi- 
lege. Mr. Woodward was a native of Tor- 
rington, asou of Dr. Samuel Woodward. His 
age was aboul 29 years. 

—~— 
MATHEMATICS, 

_Mr. Hor sroox, respectfully invites the La- 
dies and Gentlemen of Hartford, to the Bap. 
tist Vestry, this eveuing, when some illustra- 
tions will be given to show the nature and u- 
ses of the Mathematics, and the proper meth- 
od of teaching them. e 
February 9. 


Go SED OE ES TD OT ENTS Es} 2S SEES, 
_ ADVERTISEMENTS. 


CABINi’T FURNITURE, 
FOR SALE, 


A few rods south of Bennett's City Hotel, 
Main Street, an extensive assortment of 
CribiINET FURNITURE, 

Is now offered by the subseribers,among which 

are the followimg— 


SLUE-BOARDS, of various descriptions, 


LOUKERS, do. do. 
SUF As, do. do. 
KU REAUS, do. do. 
TAB! ES, do. do. 
BEVDSTEADS, do. do 


MUSIC STOOLS, &c. &e. 


W hich will be sold as cheap as can be found 
at any Ware-Room in the State. 


LUMBER, 


Of all descriptions taken in exchange. 
SANFORD.& NELSON, 
Hariford, Feb. 3d, 1824, 1—if 


KAKNDiit & KODINSON, 
BOOK-BLYDERS, 


Execute all orders in their line in the neatest 
manner on favourable terms. 


Curistian Secrerary, Baprist 
Magazine, Curistian Sprecraron, 
Pamrutets, &c. bound in any style, 
plain or extra. 


*,* Any books sent to P. Canfield at the 
Office of the Secretary will be attended to. 


A liberal discount to Library Companies or 
others who send a auinber of volumes at one 
time. ‘ 


School Books, Blank Account 
Kooks, &e. 
- For Sale Cheap. 


Blank Books ruled and bound, to any 
pattern. 
Hartford, Feb. 3, 1824. 


}—tf. 
BOLLES & DAY, 
A few rods north of the Episcopal Church, 


: Mam Street, 
Offer for Sale a large asssurtment of seasona- 


*” DRY GOODS. 


which they are desirous of selling at low pri- 

ces. As above, 

2000 it LIVE GEESE FEATHERS. 
100 pairs of SILVER SPECTACLES, 

wholesaie or Retail. 
Hartford, Feb 3, 1824. 


BAKER & DIMOCK, 
Merchant Tailors, 

Have removed directly South of the State House, 
No. 5, CENTRAL ROW, 
WHERE they will be happy to wait on those 
Gentlemen who have heretofore encouraged 


them by their liberal patronage—and those 
who wish their work done in the best and most 


Hasiiouatle Stole. 
All garments warranted to fit in the best 
manner, or no pay required. 
i Particular attention paid te 
CUTTING CUSTOM. 


BROADCLOTHS, 
CASSIMERES, and ) Cheap for CASH. 
VESTINGS, 

Feb. 10, 124. 2—if 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


WILL receive proposals for lesurance a- 
gainst loss or damage by fire, every day in the 
week (except Sunday) at their office in Mor- 
gan’s Exchange Coftee-House, State Street, 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

LL DANIEL ST. JOHN, Esq. of said Hart- 
ford, is appointed Surveyor. His acts in that 
capacity will be recoguized as the acts of the 
Company. 
THOMAS K. BRACE, #resident. 


Isaac Perkins, Secretary. 
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Book KX Fov 
PRINTING ° 


Executedwith accuracy and despateh, at the 


office of the (liristian Secretary. 
: ’ 


a TE Se - 


From Montgomery's “* Songs of Zion.” 
PSALM LXXN. 
Or old, O God, thine own right hand 
A pleasant vine did plaut and traia; 
Above the bills, o’er ail the land, 
It sought the sua, and drank the rain. 


Its boughs like goodly cedars spread, 
Forth to the river went the root ; 
Perenmal verdure crowned its head, 

it bore, in every season, fruit. 


That vine » desolate and torn, 
its scions low in dust are laid ; 
Rauk o’er the ruins spring the thorn, 
The wild boar wallows in the shade. 


Lord God of hosts, thine ear incline, 
Change into songs thy people’s fears ; 
Return, and visit this thy vine, 
Revive thy work amidst the years. 


The plenteous and continual dew 

Of thy rich blessing here descend ; 
So shall thy vine its leaf renew, 

Till o'er the earth its branches bend. 


Then shall it flourish wide and far, 

While realms beneath its shadow rest ; 
The morning and the evening star. 

Shall mark its bounds from east to west- 


So shall thine enemies be dumb, 
Thy banished ones no more enslaved, 
The fulness of the Gentiles come, 
Aad Israei’s youngest born be saved. 
LR SE SEIS, 


* servants of Christ :—In one of his conver- 


lfor the Danish Missionaries, till the stock 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


sations with them, Count Pless asked, 
“How they intended to maintain them- 
selves in Greenland ? Unacquainted with 
the situation and climate ofthe country ?”’ 
our Missionaries answered, “* By the 
labour of our hands and God's blessing ;”’ 
adding, ‘that they would build a house 
and cultivate a piece of land, that they 
might not be burdensome to any.’’ He 
objected that there was no timber fit for 
building in that country. ‘* If this is the 
case,”’ said our Brethren, “ then we will 
dig a hole in the earth, and lodge there.” 
Astonished at their ardour in the cause 
‘in which they had embarked, the Count 
replied, ** No, youshall not be driven to 
ithat extremity ; take the timber with you 
land build a house ; accept of these fifty 
dollars for that purpose.”’ 

When the Brethren arrived in Green- 
iland, they experienced often the greatest 
| difficulty in procuring a subsistence : they 
now and then earned a little by writing 


‘of provisions at the colony began to fail. 
By this time, however, they had not only 
learned to be satisfied with very mean and 
scanty fare, but had also inured them- 
selves to the eating of seal’s flesh, mixing 
Those 


rational ; but, when reduced to practice 
it was found wholly ineffectual. For five 
years the Missionaries had laboured in 
this way, and could scarcely obtain a pa- 
tient hearing from the savages. Now, 
they determined, in the literal sense of 
the words, to preach Christ and Him 
Crucified, without first ‘laying the foun- 
dation of repentance from dead works and 
faith towards God.”’ No sooner did they 
declare unto the Greenlanders the ** word 
of reconciliation”’ in its native simplicity, 
than they beheld its converting and saving 
power. This reached the hearts of their 
audience, and produced the most astonish- 
ing effects. An impression was made 
which opened a way to their consciences 
and illuminated their understandings. 
They remained no longer the stupid & brut- 
ish creatures they had once been ; they felt 
they were sinners and trembled at their 
danger ; they rejoiced in the Saviour, and 
were rendered capable of sublimer pleas- 
ures than those arising from plenty of 
seals, and the low gratification of sensual 
appetites. A sure foundation being thus 
laid in the knowledge of a crucitied Re- 
deemer, the Missivnaries soon found that 
this supplied their young converts with a 
powerful motive to the abhorrence of sin, 
and the performance of every moral duty 


of man to praise him, and rendered the 
rage of his infuriate adversaries subservi- 
ent to the accomplishment of his own 
great work. ‘The multitade of those who 
loved not their lives to the death, was truly 
great ; they met the malice of their ene- 
mies, in its most dreadful modes; and 
materially advauced the cause of the Re- 
deemer, by their triumphant deaths. 
Others, who, before this peculiarly try- 
ing period, had not been known as favor- 
ers of Christianity, now came boldly forth, 
declared themselves the servants of Christ, 
and exulted at an opportunity of sealing 
their testimony with their blood. The 
number of martyrs under the Decian perse- 
cution were incredibly great ; in the list 
of which, very many illustricus names 
were enrolled. This uncommon enemy 
ofthe church of God saw his own son 
slain in battle before his face ; found him- 
self betrayed by his own c mimander 
Gatuus, and his army completely routed : 
Not willing to survive so great a disaster, 
he put spurs to his horse and plunged into 
a bog, where, sinking, he was never more 
seen. 
GALLUS, 

Who succeeded to the empire, carried 
on the dreadful work of Dectus, and made 
the Christians groan under his persecu- 


enemy of mankind determined to make 
one last and mighty effort to save a total 
annihilation of his kingdom in this world. 
To give effect to this purpose, he inspir- 
ed the minds of his subjects with more 
than common fury, and roused them to the 
perpetration of deeds the most sanguina- 
ry and horrible. 
DIOCLETIAN, 

Who had hitherto intimated no particular 
aversion to the Christians, nor rendered 
them any considerable injuries, was now 
violently urged by the Pagan priests, to 
employ his power and authority to save 
their threatened cause from impending 
ruin. The emperor, from alove of ease, 
and an aversion to bloodshed, resolutely 
withstood the force of solicitations. Ga- 
Lerius, one of the Cesars, aman of a 
most ferocious mind, by the use of every 
diabolical art excited him to loose the de- 
mon of persecution upon the defenceless 
flock of Christ. 

The day was fixed, and on the 23d of 
February, 303, the dreadful scene began, 
Nicomedia, where Diocretian and Gare- 
nrus resided, ia presence of the emperor 
and his cesar, the officers of the city en- 
tered the Christian churches, brought 
forth the sacred books and utensils, and 
threw them.into thefire. The next day, 
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who know the nature of train-oil,may form 
some idea ofthe hardships endured by 


towards God and their neighbour ; taught 
them to live soberly, righteously, and 


desolated many of the Roman provinces. 


Christians from the protection of the laws : 


The Pagan priests seized the occasion, commanding their churches to be demol- 


In 1632, pitying the misery of the Ne- 
groes in the West Indies, two Brethren 
sailed to the Danish Island of St. Thomas ; 
and such was their devotedness to the 
work, that having heard that they could 
not have intercourse with the slaves, un- 
less they themselves became slaves, they 
went with the full purpose to sell them- 
selves into bondage, that they might have 
the opportunity of teaching th poor Af- 
ricans the way of delivearnce from the 
captivity of sin and Satan. 

Although this sacrifice was not eventu- 
ally required of them, sacrifices no less 
painful were cheerfully submitted to for 
many years, during which they had to 
‘eat their bread in the sweat of their 
brow,’ and to maintain themselves by 
manual labour under a tropical sun, while 
every hour of leisure was employed in 
conversing with the heathen. The fruits 
of their zeal and perseverance in due time 
appeared ; and inthe West Indies (Da- 


them. Yet even this was a delicacy, com- 
pared to some of the fare which the calls 
of hunger obliged them to use. 

fhe Missionaries were plain men, who 
knew only their native tongue ; and who, 
in order to acquire one of the most bar- 
barous dialects upon earth, had to learn 
the Danish language first, that they might 
avail themselves of the grammar of the 
Rev. Mr. Egede. Such has been their 
success, however, that now nearly the 
whole of the Greenland population, in 
the neighbourhood of some of their Set- 
tlements, is-become Christian. The state 
of society is wonderfully changed ; and 
instruction, through the medium of the 
Danish as well as Moravian teachers, is 
at least as universal in that inhospitable 
clime, as in our own country. 

Here also the desire for the gospel is 
spreading among the heathen still remain- 
ing on the southern shores; and it is the 
earnest wish of the Brethren to be per- 


godly in this present world ; animated 
them with the glorious hope of life and 
immortality ; and gave them the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, as the 
Creator, Preserver, and Moral Governor 
of the world, in a manner far more cor- 
rect and influential than they could ever 
have attained, had they persevered in 
their first mode of instruction. The Mis- 
sionaries themselves derived benefit from 
this new method of preaching. The doc- 
trines of the cross of Christ warmed and 
enlivened their own souls in so powerful 
a manner, that they could address the 
heathen with uncommon liberty and fer- 
your, and were often astonished at each 
other’s power of utterance. In short, the 
happiest results have attended this prac- 
tice, not only at first, and in Greenland, 
but in every other country where the 
brethren have since laboured for the con- 
version of the heathen. 
To be Continued. 


industriously attributed the calamity to 


the anger of the gods. for the lenity shown 
to the Christians, and hereby reanimated 
the rage of persecution. The death of 
Gallus, who was slain in battle, together 
with his two sons, afforded a release to the 
suffering church of Christ by the acces- 
sion of 
VALERIAN 
To the throne ; who, for the first five 


ble degree of clemency towards the Chris- 
tians ; but in the two last years of his 
reign, he was influenced by Macrianvus, 
an old Egyptian magician, and his chief| 
counsellor, to renew the 
No sex, no age, no character, was spared. 
The Christian churches were ordered to 
be shut andthe high hand of the enemy 
every where appeared against the follow- 
ers of the Prince of Peace. Many emin- 
ent men gave illustrious proofs of the in- 
vincible nature of Divine grace, by the 


the same attended to. 
paid to age, tosex, or order. 
which defied the malice Df hell were in- 
vented. 


their nails. 
years of his reign exercised a considera- | upon the naked bodies of others. Some 


ished, and subjecting their persons to 
death. Too well was the execution of 
No respect was 
Tortures 


Some were tied up by their 


heels, and suffocated over slow fires. O- 
thers were broiled upon gridirons. Some 
had sharp reeds thrust up under 


Melted pitch, was poured 


had their flesh torn off their bones with 


pincers, whilst others had it scraped off 
with sharp shells : 
modes of giving and prolonging misery, at 
persecution. | the bare recollection of which human na- 
ture sickens. 


besides other refined 


Undera pretext of clemency, the Chris- 


tians had their ears, their noses, and their 


hands cut off : some had an eye burnt out, 
and a leg disabled by torturing instruments 
and then sent to the mines to drag out an 
existence infinitely worse than the most 
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nish and British) there are now more than | mitted to establish a fourth settlement inn 
28,000 negroes joined to the Brethren’s ‘among them. It is remakable that a sim- Gcclesiastical Fhistory. heroism of their conduct in the presence | cruel death. In consequence of the long 
Congregations, and a vast number have | tlar thirst for the word of life is at the GORDIAN, oftheir adversaries. The time, however, | repose which the church had _ previonsly 


experienced, their numbers had increased 
to an incredible degree : from whence we 
may infer some estimate of the multitudes 
of those who had been victims to the rage 


of their enemies throughout all the prov- 
inces. Religion, as usual, acquired addi- 


tional splendor from the fury of its illus- 
trious confessors. The power and pres- 
ence of that God whom they served, ena- 
bled them to glory in tribulation ; and re- 
joice that they were counted worthy to suffer 
for the name of Christ. 

Human nature, always frail, lawentably 
evidenced its weakness, in the conduct of 
some, who, in order to erase the im- 
putation of Christianity from their names, 

GALLENUS, and thereby shun the sufferings to which 

The son of Varersan, perceiving how | they were exposed, delivered up their re- 
his father’s affairs began to decline trom | ligious books. Their conduct was strong- 
the time that he became inimical to the ly condemned by the real friends of the 
Christians, wisely profited by the exam- | gospel, who marked them with the names 
ple ; and by his edicts, gave rest to the | of Traditores. ‘Such were the effects pro- 
This took place in the year| duced by this terrible persecution, that 

: the very name of Christianity seemed en- 
dangered ; and in some inscriptions, it was 
proudly testified, ‘* that the name and su- 
perstition of the Christians had been utterly 
defaced, and the worship of the gods restor- 
ed.” But He who isin heaven had them 
in derision ; laughed at all their feeble 
| designs to oppose the accomplishment of 
his purpose ; and was now preparing bet- 
ter days for his faithful servants. Gacert- 
us, the soul of all this cruelty, was arres- 
ted by the hand of God, and called to give 
an account of his unparalleled wicked- 
ness, after having endured in this life the 
most grievous afflictions, His inward parts 
were seized with insufferable pains. Ul- 
cers and cancers spread themselves into 
his very howels, he bottom of his bel- 
ly was consumed, and his bowels laid op- 
en. He was preyed upon by vermin ; 
and the whole mass of his body turned in- 
fo rottenness. His upper parts were ex- 
hausted and dried like a skeleton ; whilst 
his lower parts were swelled like blad- 
ders, &c. &c. Together with the pains 
occasioned by his disorder, he felt the hor- 
rors of a guilty conscience, for his con- 
duct towards the Christians : and hoping 
that his miseries might be alleviated by 
their intercession with their God, he pub- 
lished an edict in their favor ; and after 
lingering under the violence of his disor- 
der a considerable time, this impious 
wretch expired, in the year 311. 

Diocletian, who had been compelled by 
Galerius to resign the imperial dignity, 
retired to his native obscurity, where he 
lived long enough to see his wicked de- 
signs blasted, his ambitious views all 
frustrated, and his authority trampled in 
the dust. Under the'agony of the seve- 
ral disappointments, and the power of the 
vindictive hand of Heaven, he could nei- 
ther eat or sleep, but sighed and groaned, 
and tumbling on the ground, was racked 
with a thousand miseries ; and at last he 
died in madness, affording another proof, 
how fearful a thing it is to fall inio the 
hands of the living God. This happened 
in the year 312. (To be continued.) 


arrived, when the just judgment of God 
reached Vaterian. He was taken pri- 
soner by Sarores, King of Persia, who 
reduced him to the vilest situation. using 
him as a footstool to mount his horse ; 
plucked out his eyes; flayed his body 
when alive ; and when dead, had it pre- 
served and hung up in one of his temples 
—An awful monument of the vindictive 
justice ofa righteous God towards an en- 
emy of his people ! 

For the remaining part of this century, 
the circumstances of the church were 
tolerable. Like a hart which had long 
been pursued by its bloody hunters, it had 
now a time for respiration. 


entered into eternal rest, steadfast in the |same time manifested by the Esquimaux,|A man of learning, and heathen virtue, 
faith of Christ. hus are the wrongs |on the opposite though distant shores of| knew how to value merit wherever he 
of injured Africa, of which England is not | Labrador, where a new establishment of | discovered it ; and therefore was mild to- 
yet permitted to see the termination re- | Missionaries, in another part of the coast, | wards the christians from principle. 
dressed, in one respect, at least, in the | 1s most earnestly sought for by the natives, PHILIP, 
land whither her sons are led captive ; | and as anxiously desired by the Brethren, | Though a wicked man, yet, if not profes- 
and, through the instrumentality of Mis- but from the state of the funds, it cannot 'sedly a Christian, wished to beso. A cir- 
sions fostered by British benevolence, are | be effected. cumstance occurred at Antioch, which, 
thousands, as we trust, released from the| The account of the conversion of the | whilst it favours this report, sets the name 
most abject bondage to Satan, and brought | first Greenlander deserves a particular re-|of Babylas, the worthy bishop of that 
at the ‘glorious liberty of the sons of|cital. ‘ “ the 2nd of June, 1738,”| church, in a very honourable light. The 
jod. write the Missionaries, *‘ many South-|emperor and empress being there, at- 
The sable congregations are gradually | landers visited us. Brother Beck, at the imma to enter the charch during divine 
increasing beyond the capacity of the|time, was copying a translation of a por-|service ; upon which the holy Babylas, 
Churches to contain, and of the Missiona-| tion of the gospels. The heathen being | laying his hand upon his heart, declared, 
ries to superinteond them. In Antigna,| Very curious to know the contents of the | that he was unworthy to enter into the 
these circumstances, combined with the | book, he read a few sentences, and after | fold of Christ, and that he should have no 
invitation and assistance of the Colonial |some conversation with them, he gave | admittance, unless he were brought to re- 
Legislature, have led to the formation of|them an account of the creation of the | pentance for his sins, and made a public 
anew settlement, and to the commence-| world, the fall of man, and his recovery} acknowledgment for the same. Happy 
ment of twoothers. In Jamaica, the spir-|by Christ. In speaking on the redemp-| would it be for the church of God in the 
itual want of numerous negroes on the | tion of man, the Spirit of God enabled him | present day, if the same noble disinterest- 
May-day Mountains, and the inconven- |\to enlarge, with more than usual energy | edness inflamed the bosoms of its minis- 
ience experienced by their walking from | on the sufferings and death of our Saviour,|ters. But where shall we find a Babylas 
ten to tweaty miles to attend the ministry | and in the most pathetic manner to exhort | now ? 
of the Gospel, suggeste the urgent neces- | his hearers seriously to consider the vast| Shortly after the death of Philip, whose 
sity for a new settlement, but the state of | expense at which Jesus had ransomed the | reign was succeeded by that of his son 
the finances of the missions presents seri-|souls of his people. He then read to) Philip, whom the father had taken as his 
ous obstacles to its establishnent and sup- | them, out of the New Testament, the his-|companion in the empire when only a 
port. tory of our Saviour’s agony in the garden. | child, DECIUS 
Notastep behind the first missiona- | Upon this the Lord opened the heart ofone | Was raised to the government : a saga- 
ries to the negroes in ardour and self-|of the company, whose name was Kay-! cious and politic man ; well versed in all 
denial, were those who went to Green-jarnak, who stepping up to the table, in! the art of governing, which he managed 
land in 1733. In order to effect the be-| an earnest manner exclaimed, * How was with so much dexterity, that he became 
nevolent purpose of converting the Green-|that? Tell methat once more ; for I too \en universal favourite. The astonishing 
landers to the faith of Christ, Matthew | desire to be saved.’ These words, which | increase of Christianity, and the decline of 
Stach, proceeded to Copenhagen early in| were such as had never before been ut- | paganism, alarmed the mind of Decius, 
the spring of that year. Nothing can more | tered hy a Greenlander, so penetrated the | and made him form the dreadful project of 
strikingly exhibit the zeal of these devo-|soul of brother Beck, that with great emo-  extirpolian the christian name. To give 
ted servants of Christ, than the truly apos-| tion and enlargement of heart, he gave | effect to his design, he issued edicts con- 
tolic spirit in which they entered upon|them a general account of the life and! veying the most unlimited powers to the 
their arduous labour in his vineyard.| death of our Saviour, and the scheme of|governors of all the provinces. The 
They literally obeyed the injunction of| salvation through him. Some of the Pa- | chrictiane were every where sought for. 
Christto his disciples, when he sent them | gans laid their hands on their mouths, | The prince of darkness, feeling his em- 
out to preach the Gospel, * Take nothing | which is their usual custom when struck | pire trembling at the very foundation, in- 
for your journey, neither staves, nor|with amazement. On Kayarnak an im-| flamed the minds of alli his heathen sub- 
ecrip, neither bread, neither money, neith- | pression was made that was not transient, | jects with more than common fury against 
er have two coats a piece.’ ‘* There was | but had taken deep root in his heart. By ‘the cause of Christ; they every where 
no need of much time,”’ says one of them, means of his conversation, his family (or flocked to his standard, and emulated each 
“or expense for our equipment. The | these who lived in the same tent with him) other in promoting the execution of the 
congregation consisted chietly of poor ex- | were brought under conviction ; and be- imperial edicts. Hence racks, sharp 
iles, who had not much to give, and we fore the end ofthe month, three large stakes, fire, burning pincers, wild beasts, 
ourselves had nothing bat the clothes on | families came with all their property, and | scalding pitch, and tortures in a thousand 
our backs.”” They travelled to Copenha- | pitched their tents near the dwelling of| forms of the most exquisite kind. Here 
gen on foot: their unfavorable prospect |vur brethren, ‘in order,’ as they said, ' to | the weakness of human nature was lament 
on reaching that city did not dispirit them : | hear the joyful news of man’s redemp- lably evinced. Those amongst the Chrie- 
they committed their cause to Him who | tion.’ ” Kayaroak became eminently | tians, who were not dismayed at death it- 
orders all things according to the council | serviceable to the Missions, as a teacher self, were nevertheless appalled at the 
~~ his aie will, fully persuaded that if | of his countrymen, and adorned his Chris- | tremendous form which it now assumed, 
“vee Bee yer ey ma onewe. in his sight, | tian profession till his death. |To evade those punishments, to which 
‘ould s for ways and means| A great change took place from this | they were exposed by a profession of the 
of bringing them to Greenland, and ef| time in the mode adopted by the brethren, | Christian faith, they used unwarrantable 
rep hiari and protecting them when/in their endeavours to instruct the na-|means. The heathen priests were bri- 
y landed there. fo this confident kope |tives. The method hitherto pursued by | bed togrant them certificates that they 
ps Ae not disappointed—Count Pless them, consisted principally in speaking| were not Christians. Others offered sac- 
ena ramadan amar) = me nid rssh oor the attri- rifice, or burnt incense before the images 
rae samen pny A sats oH 8 bes oe : ‘ Gos. Sd of their gods. The former were called 
the King wrote a letter to M. Egede the ‘by this om nthe? t mtoapat Gen cme < a ranting a nate 
Danish Missionary, with his own hand ia | minds for the rece tion of the subli eet hich psig prise oes want hletaae 
their behalf. and more autocad truths of ‘un oni. teined by ng iehcdien of & » f ‘te 
bbe ee anecdote will illustrate | And it must be allowed, that, sbehcttaie | avowed friends. agai Thos / lag 
a little the self-devotion of these eminent ‘considered, this method appears the most not be controlled, made even the wrath 


churches. 
260. 
AURELIAN, 

In the fifth year of his administration, 
tormed the design of desolating the charch 
of God ; but He, who has his enemies in 
derision, prevented the execution of his 
purpose, by his untimely death ; and sent 
for him to give an account of himself at 
that tribunal from which there is no ap- 
peal. 

Under the reigns of Tacitus, Prorvus, 
and Carus, the Christians enjoyed per- 
fect peace from their public enemies. 

DIOCLETIAN, 

Who came to the empire A. D. 284, for 
the first twenty years of his reign was far 
from being an enemy to the Christians. 
But in the beginning of the next century, 
as will appear in its proper place he be- 
came its most cruel foe, and marked all his 
footsteps with the blood of the saints, 

From a general retrospect of the events 
of this century, we may behold the great 
God, the only governor of the world, 
breaking in preces the image exhibited in 
the dream of Nebuchadnegzar. The Re- 
man empire itself,convulsed with frequent 
internal broile, and attacked by surround. 
ing nations, felt strong eymptome of its ap- 
proaching ruin. The Pagan rehgion 
already rocked at its basis ; and, in all 
places, the altars of strange gods tottered ; 
whilst the empire of truth, the kingdom 
of the Lord Jesus, received an accumula- 
tion of strength. His subjects were every 
where to be found ; and, notwithstanding 
their enemies were clamorous in crying, 
Down with it, Down with ul, even to the 
ground! their purpose was frustrated ; 
and the little stone cut owt without hands, had 
itself become a great mountain, and was 
hastening to fill the whole earth. 

THE STATE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE 
FOURTH CENTURY. 

The happy day was now rapidly ad- 
vancing, when the powers of darkness 
were te feel an irremediable overthrow : 
and the suffering cause of Christ enjoy a 
long repose. But previous to the consum- 
mation of so desirable an event, the great 
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